
Science at 

Abingdon Primary School



Our Bespoke Drivers

Role Models of all 
protected 

characteristics

Accessing our local 
area and all it offers

The Power of Word



Photos  of  good examples! 

Science lessons at Abingdon are fun and practical…



How is Learning Across Our School Sequenced?



How is Learning Across Our School Sequenced?



Vocabulary Progression

This links to The 

Power of Word –

understanding the 

power that 

vocabulary can have.



How are knowledge 

and skills built on 

through school?

The science knowledge 

and skills are mapped out 

for each year group/key 

stage to show the 

progress of each element 

of the science curriculum.

This is an example.



Medium term plan example-Year 1/2 Cycle B- Materials



Medium term plan example-Year 3/4 Cycle A- Animals including humans 



Medium term plan example-Year 5/6 Cycle A- Living things and their habitats



Prior learning is shown in the 

knowledge and skills documents and 

the class books from previous years. 

Concept maps are completed at the 

start of each new unit to ensure that 

the learning starts where necessary. 

Staff can go back to any relevant 

gaps in their class’ learning.



Knowledge Organisers

held in back of the children’s 

book to have easy access to.

Science knowledge organiser example- KS1



Knowledge Organisers

held in back of the children’s 

book to have easy access to.

Science knowledge organiser example- LKS2



Knowledge Organisers

held in back of the children’s 

book to have easy access to.

Science knowledge organiser example- UKS2



Whole School Science Events

In previous years, we have had after school science clubs for 

children wishing to extend their science learning further in our 

Mad Science Club. 

We also celebrate British Science Week and teach bespoke 

lessons that centre around the designated theme each year.

We have good links with Reddish Vale High School. Many 

classes have visited for science lessons linked to our topics 

which has been a fantastic opportunity for our children.



Key Learning poster example

In each subject we have identified the key learning we want the children to know. This is shared with the children with 

‘key’ images.
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Assessment

We use a number of formative assessment 

strategies in science:

Live marking/feedback

Concept maps

Quizzes

Verbal questioning

Speaking and listening opportunities

We also have working scientifically 

descriptors for each lesson that support the 

teacher in making judgements as to 

whether children are working at age related 

expectations. 

Children add to their concept maps in 

green pen at the end of a unit to show 

what they have learned.

In KS2, children also complete an end of 

topic quiz in their books.



Challenge and Adaptations

We believe that science should be accessible 
for all. Adaptations are planned into lessons. 
They might look like:
Use of additional resources  – scaffolding (e.g. 
Visual representations – Dual coding, assisted 
technology) 
Teacher expertise – e.g.; additional processing 

time, use of talk partners, scribing,  modelling. I 
do , we do you do
Referring back to previous learning and 

vocabulary. Pre teaching vocabulary
Use of visits and visitors.

In each medium term plan, ways to 
support SEN children are identified in 
the Recording of outcomes 
(differentiated where appropriate) 
section. There are multiple options for 
how children can record or be 
supported throughout practicals. 



We use the Five a day principle alongside our 

own current focuses for adaptations:

1) “Nest/Pair/Share”

2) Pre-teaching of vocabulary and any key 

concepts

3) Visual resources and dual coding across the 

whole school

4) Chunking learning

5) Using the visualiser for modelling and 

misconceptions

1)



Provision Pyramids



What do our children say about our Science curriculum?

I love science lessons, it’s fun and you get to 

see things happening during experiments 

which proves what we’re learning about! 

Lucas, Year 6

We do cool practical activities like 

eating different types of chocolate 

to describe the properties of 

different rocks! Holly, Year 4

We’ve been learning about which materials 

absorb water. We had to drop the water using 

pipettes and saw which ones soaked up the 

water. Then we had to squeeze the water out 

into a cup! Pearl and Edith, Year 1


