
History at 

Abingdon Primary School



Our Bespoke Drivers

Role Models of all 
protected 

characteristics

Accessing our local 
area and all it offers

The Power of Word



At Abingdon, we aim to deliver a high-quality history curriculum that is accessible 

to all and maximises the outcomes for every child. We want our children to 

become curious about the past, to ask perceptive questions and to develop the 

ability to think critically about the past. We believe that studying history allows 

our children to see how and why our community, our country and the world have 

changed over time and that what children learn through history, can influence 

their values and attitudes. Our curriculum fulfils the requirements of the National 

Curriculum for history; providing a broad and balanced curriculum that enables 

children to develop a knowledge of British history, including that of our local area, 

and of the wider world and supports the progressive development of historical 

concepts, knowledge, and skills. Children are supported to develop a secure 

sense of chronology, beginning with changes in their own lifetime and those that 

happen within living memory and extending into the time beyond living memory. 

We believe that children need to see themselves represented in the curriculum 

and plan for children to learn about a diverse range of significant individuals in 

the past as well as the work of different historians.

Our vision for History at Abingdon 



History at Abingdon 

Using DEAL 

strategies such 

as adopting the 

role and 

creating 

tableaus to 

understand the 

past. 

Exploring sources 

Cross Curricular Links: Maya Masks

Being history detectives 

solving the mystery of 

Sutton Hoo.  



How is learning across our school sequenced?



EYFS curriculum runs on a 1 year cycle. 



How is learning across our school sequenced?



EYFS curriculum runs on a 1 year cycle. 



Vocabulary Progression: Disciplinary  Vocabulary

This links to The 

Power of Word –

understanding the 

power that 

vocabulary can 

have.

General disciplinary 

vocabulary is 

mapped out across 

the year groups to 

ensure progression. 



Vocabulary Progression: Cycle A

Topic specific 

vocabulary is 

mapped out for 

each unit. 



Vocabulary Progression: Cycle B

Topic specific 

vocabulary is 

mapped out for 

each unit. 



Vocabulary builders 

are used to explicitly 

teach key vocabulary 

for units.

Vocabulary is 

introduced, modelled 

and repeated through 

planned learning 

opportunities to 

embed its use.

Vocabulary Progression

An example of a KS1 

vocabulary builder. 



Vocabulary Progression

Key vocabulary is 

dual coded. 

In EYFS and KS1 

vocabulary is taught 

to the children with 

an accompanying 

sign (either BSL or 

Makaton) or action 

where possible. 

https://www.signbsl.com/sign/navigate

An example of KS1 dual 

coded vocabulary cards 

for our Amazing 

Adventurers topic.  

https://www.signbsl.com/sign/navigate#modalEmbedCode


How is knowledge built on through school? 

Key knowledge is 

mapped out for each 

unit. From KS1 

onwards the key 

learning takes the 

form of key facts that 

we want the children 

to know by the end 

of the unit. 

An example of the 

progression in key 

substantive knowledge



How is learning planned? 

Each unit is 

planned using a 

bespoke medium 

term plan which 

outlines the key 

learning to be 

undertaken in 

each unit. 

This is an example 

of a plan from 

KS1. 



How is learning planned? 

Each unit is based around 

an overarching enquiry 

question. The unit is then 

divided into a series of 

sub enquiry questions 

which enable to the 

children to build up the 

learning needed to 

answer the big question.   

Examples of how 

our history 

enquires are 

structured



Prior learning is 

clearly identified 

on the medium 

term plans. 

How is learning planned? 



How is chronology taught? 

Children in EYFS are taught about “the past” and “now”. In KS1 children build on this by learning 

about “living memory” and “beyond living memory”. A visual timeline is used to help children see 

when things happened in the past. 

Timeline ©“Mr T Does Primary History Limited 2022”



How is chronology taught? 

At KS2 children are introduced to chronology in more detail. They learn about AD and BC and the 

chronology of specific periods of history. All topics start with a lesson introducing the children to 

where that period of history sits within the wider chronology of British/world history and use of 

our KS2 timeline to help the children to make links between different periods and develop an 

understanding of duration and concurrence. 

Timeline – ©“Mr T Does Primary History Limited 2022”

Our Upper Key 

Stage 2 

timeline 



Knowledge 

Organisers are

held in back of the 

children’s books 

so that they can 

be easily accessed. 

All Knowledge 

Organisers include 

key vocabulary 

and the relevant 

Key Stage 

timeline. 

Knowledge Organisers 



In EYFS we plan 

for a range of 

experiences that 

help children to 

develop a sense of 

the past and to 

provide them with 

the necessary 

knowledge to start 

more formal 

learning in history 

in Key Stage 1. 

What does history look like in EYFS? 



Whole School Historical Events and Reading activities

Remembrance Day

History linked 

reading lessons 

Black History Month: 

Learning about 

The Windrush 

Generation through 

the story of Floella

Benjamin in KS1



Educational Visits

Stockport Air Raid 

Shelters 

We plan trips to a range of different historical sites and museums. Some recent examples include: 

Bolton Museum Stockport Hat 

Works Museum 



Key Learning

In each subject 

we have 

identified the key 

learning we want 

the children to 

know. This is 

shared with the 

children with 

“key” images. 



Assessment

We use a number of formative assessment 

strategies:

Live marking

Concept maps

Quizzes

Double page spreads

Verbal questioning

Teachers assess children against the key 

learning that has been identified for each 

unit. 



Challenge and Adaptations

We believe that history should be accessible for 

all. Adaptations are planned into lessons. They 

might look like:

• Use of additional resources  – e.g. scaffolding, 

sentence stems, visual representations (dual 

coding), assisted technology 

• Teacher expertise – e.g.; additional processing 

time, use of talk partners, scribing,  modelling. I 

do , we do you do

• Referring to previous learning and vocabulary. 

Pre teaching vocabulary

• Making parallels with the present day – linking 

the past to the present or the present to the past. 

• Use of artefacts, visits and visitors.

• Enable Tables   

• Variable recording e.g. drawing, talking 

(evidenced with QR codes), teacher scribe    

In each medium term plan the ways to 
support SEN children are identified. 



We use the Five a day principle alongside our 

own current focuses for adaptations:

1) “Nest/Pair/Share”

2) Pre-teaching of vocabulary and any key 

concepts

3) Visual resources and dual coding across the 

whole school

4) Chunking learning

5) Using the visualiser for modelling and 

misconceptions

1)

Challenge and Adaptations



Provision Pyramids



What do our children say about our curriculum?

I like history because we learn about different 

periods of time that we haven’t been in. We 

learn lots of different things. 

Year 4 

History is very interesting because it is in the 

past and there’s lots of different history. We 

learnt about Ibn Battuta, George Back and 

Felicity Aston. They’re explorers. 

Year 1 I really liked it when we tried to solve clues to 

find out what was buried at Sutton Hoo. It 

was like we were being detectives looking at 

each clue one at a time and I liked that we 

had to piece the clues together.  

Year 6 


