
Reading at 
Abingdon Primary School



Our Bespoke Drivers

Role Models of all 
protected 

characteristics

Accessing our local 
area and all it 

offers

The Power of Word





How is Learning Across Our School Sequenced?

Reading Progression of Skills and Knowledge 
At Abingdon Primary School, we have Reading 
Progression of Skills and Progression of Knowledge 
Grids. Both of these documents, show how 
learning develops throughout our school from 
Reception, to Year 6. 



How is Learning Across Our School Sequenced?

Phonics in Reception 
➢ We begin by teaching the children the Set 1 Speed Sounds

➢ After the children have learnt the Set 1 Speed Sounds, they 
will learn the Set 1 Special Friends  and Set 2 Special Friends 
(2 letters, that make 1 sound)

➢ Children are taught ‘Whole Class Phonics’ for 15 minutes, 
during the first 4 weeks

➢ Children are then grouped into Progress Groups and learn at 
their specific ‘challenge level’

➢ Children are re-assessed at the end of every half-term and re-
grouped accordingly 

➢ Phonics Lessons build up to 40 minutes, by the end of 
Reception. 



How is Learning Across Our School Sequenced?

Phonics in Key Stage One  
➢ Once the children know all of the Set 1 and Set 2 Special Friends, 

they will begin to learn the Set 3 Special Friends (same sounds, 
different spellings)

➢ Phonics in Key Stage One is taught daily for 45 minutes. Within 
each lesson, the children are taught: sound recognition, 
handwriting, spelling, reading fluency and reading comprehension

➢ Just like in Reception, the children are taught Phonics in Progress 
Groups and the children learn at their specific ‘challenge level’. 
Children are re-assessed at the end of every half-term and re-
grouped accordingly

➢ Once the children have been assessed as completing RWI Phonics, 
the children move onto ‘Abingdon Reading Gems’. For the majority 
of children, this is during Year 2. 



How is Learning Across Our School Sequenced?

Need long term plan across the school to go 

here. 



Abingdon Reading Gems Lessons



Daily focus on fluency and prosody



Abingdon Reading Gems - What will children read? 

Book extracts

Non-fiction

Poems

Song lyrics

The chosen texts are based around the 
overarching curriculum focus for that term 
so that children’s knowledge is extended 
and deepened through their reading. 



Each year 

group/phase has a 

medium term plan to 

follow. 



Reading Vocabulary Progression Key vocabulary is 

taught and practised 

each week.



Abingdon Reading Challenge

• Abingdon’s Reading Challenge is inclusive and 
accessible to all from EYFS to Year 6. 

• Children collect stars by reading in school, at 
home, or anywhere they like!

• When they record their reading in their reading 
record, stars are awarded by their teacher. 

• For every 5 stars they earn, they receive a 
certificate and/or a Reading Rumble author 
card. 

• Teachers can award extra stars for extra effort. 

“The children are always very excited to tell me 
which certificate they are on or which rumble 
card they have just chosen.” (Miss Marsden –
Reading Lead)



Stockport Children’s Book Awards

Abingdon joined the Children’s book awards in 2023-24 and 

we love it!

The children are excited to receive the shortlisted books, to 

read them, discuss them and vote for their favourites because 

the books are so incredibly well chosen. We also take part in 

the associated art competition. 

Everyone is excited about the awards ceremony at the Town 

Hall and we link the award attendees to the Abingdon 

Reading Challenge.  Who will get to attend this year? We 

can’t wait to find out. 



Abingdon Reading Ambassadors

Each September, children in Year 5 and 6 can apply to become an Abingdon 

Reading Ambassador. 

There is a weekly meeting where the Reading Ambassadors undertake different 

tasks such as: taking care of the library, tidying and re-labelling books; 

discussing what they are reading; suggesting and planning initiatives to hold 

in school to raise the profile of reading; deciding on fund-raising ideas. 

The recent Reading Ambassador Book Bonanza was very successful and they 

have already chosen new books for the library with their proceeds. 



Stories, snacks and chats club

Abingdon’s Stories, Snacks and Chats club, run weekly after school. 

It is accessible to all levels of readers and is intended to be a calm and 

welcoming way to relax, make connections, and share some reading at the 

end of a busy week in school. It is open for children in KS2.

Each half term there is also a Stories, Snacks and Chats club held for the 

school staff where they can discuss both adult and children’s books, relax, 

make connections and maybe even have fun with a book quiz. 



Additional Whole School Reading Events



Assessment – Phonics 

➢ All children accessing RWI Phonics, are assessed by the Phonics Lead at the end 
of every half term. The children are then put into ‘Progress Groups’. Any children 
who are making rapid progress are assessed and re-grouped sooner. 

➢ Any children who are at risk of falling behind RWI’s expectations, are given 
additional support following the RWI 1:1 Tutoring Programme.

➢ Throughout our Daily Phonics Lessons, children are formatively assessed by their 
Phonics Teacher. Teachers use ‘Sound Analysis Grids’ to accurately teach gaps in 
children’s learning, following half-termly assessment. 

➢ Children in Year 1 complete the Statutory Phonics Screening Check in June each 
year. Any child who does not achieve the expected standard, repeats the Phonics 
Screening Check in Year 2. 



Assessment – Reading Gems

We use a number of formative assessment strategies in reading:

Live marking/feedback

Verbal questioning

Speaking and listening opportunities

I do, we do, you do 

Summative assessment each term. 

PM Benchmarking assessment half-termly.



Challenge and Adaptations

At Abingdon Primary School, we believe that 
reading should be accessible for all.

Adaptations are planned into lessons and this 
might look like:
• Use of additional resources and scaffolding

• Visual representations (e.g. Dual coding, 
videos to provide background information, 
adapted vocabulary sheets)

• Teacher expertise (e.g. additional processing 
time, use of talk partners, scribing,  
modelling, ‘I do, we do, you do’

• Referring back to previous learning and 
vocabulary

• Pre-teaching vocabulary



Challenge and Adaptations

We use the ‘Five-a-day’ principle alongside our 
own current focuses for adaptations:

• “Nest/Pair/Share”

• Pre-teaching of vocabulary and any key 
concepts

• Visual resources and dual coding across the 
whole school

• Chunking learning

• Modelling and misconceptions



Abingdon Reading Provision Pyramids



What do our children say about our curriculum?

“I really like reading because 

every week we have a new 

text.”

“I like ‘drawing rooms’ where we read the 
text and look for clues about what would 
be in their room.”

“I like the vocab sheet because it 
helps me find out new words.”


